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Watch Our 2020 Young Filmmakers Contest Winners
A lively Q&A session with the filmmakers and
two of our wonderful judges followed the
January 24, 2021, premiere screening of the
2020 Young Filmmakers Contest winning
films.
Judges Kenny Turan (retired longtime Los
Angeles Times film critic) and Aydrea Walden
(creator and star of the Black Girl in a Big
Dress web series) offered their impressions of
the contestants and shared advice for other
aspiring filmmakers. The young filmmakers
shared their inspirations, writing processes,
the challenges of filming during a pandemic,
how they cast their films and much more.
The videos are available on the JASNA
Southwest YouTube channel, where you can
watch or rewatch the full event, the playlist of
winners (as shown at the event) or revisit any
of the individual films:
"Morland and Mishaps" by Courtney Birnbaum (third place, 20+)
"Letters to Cassandra" by Sajween Khan (third place, under 20)
"A Certain Step Towards Falling in Love" by Ellie Cagle (second place, under 20)
"A Letter to Jane" by Lydia Smith (second place, 20+)
"Handsome, Clever and Rich" by Thomas Fitzgerald (first place, under 20)
"Jane Austen Virtual Book Club" by Jillian Davis and Yolanda Rodriguez (first place, 20+)
The event also marked the official launch of the 2021 competition. Please help spread the word!
Winners receive cash prizes, a year's membership in JASNA and the chance to garner a global
audience for their film projects. Entry forms and more information are on the Young Filmmakers
page on our website. If you're interested in serving on the Young Filmmakers planning
committee, email youngfilm@jasnasw.org.

"Jane Austen Virtual Book Club" by Jillian Davis and Yolanda Rodriguez (first place, 20+)

"Handsome, Clever and Rich" by Thomas Fitzgerald (first place, under 20)

What first drew you to Austen?
Many people first discover Jane Austen through film, television and web adaptations (both period
pieces and modernizations), and then find their way to her novels. We'd love to hear from you
about what first attracted you to Austen. Take our one-minute survey!

Take me to the survey!

MASTERPIECE Celebrates 50th
Many Janeites first discovered Austen through
adaptations airing on MASTERPIECE, which
is celebrating its 50th anniversary this year.
Learn more about MASTERPIECE 50.

Save the Date for These Upcoming
JASNA Southwest Free Zoom Events
March 27, 11 a.m.:
Sansei and Sensibility
with author Karen Tei Yamashita
Join us on Saturday, March 27, from 11-12:30 p.m.
Pacific time, for a talk by author Karen Tei
Yamashita on her 2020 book, Sansei and
Sensibility. Look for a registration email in February.
Yamashita is the author of seven books, including
National Book Award finalist I Hotel, Tropic of
Orange, Through the Arc of the Rain Forest and
Letters to Memory. Recipient of numerous awards,
including the John Dos Passos Prize for Literature,
she is professor emerita of creative writing and
literature at the University of California, Santa Cruz.
Sansei and Sensibility is described by Kirkus as “An
elegantly written, wryly affectionate mashup of Jane
Austen and the Japanese immigrant experience. …
Yamashita’s reimagining of Austen is sympathetic
and funny—as on target as the movie Clueless.”
Publisher's description:
In these buoyant and inventive stories, Karen Tei Yamashita transfers classic tales across
boundaries and questions what an inheritance―familial, cultural, emotional, artistic―really
means. In a California of the '60s and '70s, characters examine the contents of deceased
relatives' freezers, tape-record high school locker-room chatter, or collect a community's gossip
while cleaning the teeth of its inhabitants. Mr. Darcy is the captain of the football team, Mansfield
Park materializes in a suburb of L.A., bake sales replace ballroom dances and station wagons,
not horse-drawn carriages, are the preferred mode of transit. The stories of traversing class, race
and gender leap into our modern world with wit and humor.

May 15, 11 a.m. Pacific: Austen Family Theatricals
Mark your calendar for Saturday, May 15, at 11 a.m. Pacific time, when we will host a
presentation by dramaturg and theatre history scholar Melinda Finberg of the USC School of
Dramatic Arts. A virtual staged reading will follow the talk! More details will be shared in the
March newsletter, along with registration information.

June 19, time TBA
Fashion Afoot: Costumes and Shoes of the Regency Era
Join us on Saturday, June 19, (exact time TBA), for a pair of talks on Regency fashion. Our
speakers will be:
Deborah Nadoolman Landis—renowned film costumer and director of the Copley Center
for Costume Design at UCLA
Kimberly Alexander—author of Treasures Afoot: Shoe Stories from the Georgian Era
More details will be shared in the March newsletter, and registration information will be
announced this spring.
These presentations were originally scheduled for an in-person event at The Grand Long Beach.
The event will now be virtual, but we will hold a different meeting at The Grand when it is safe to
do so. See more below!

New Dates for Events at the
Mission Inn and The Grand Long Beach
To avoid keeping our venues and
speakers in limbo while awaiting the safe
return of in-person gatherings, we have
rescheduled our event at the beautiful and
historic Mission Inn for Saturday, April 30,
2022.
As previously announced, our theme for
the meeting will be "Miss Austen Goes to
Washington: Jane Austen and Politics."
Our speakers will be: Congressman Mark
Takano (who launched a Jane Austen
reading group in Congress) and Austen
scholar Sheryl Craig (author of Jane
Austen and the State of the Nation).
You will be able to book a room at the Mission Inn Hotel and Spa in Riverside for our event if you
wish to spend the night instead of just commuting for the meeting. When booking, call the hotel's
reservations department at 800-843-7755 or 951-784-0300, extension 850. Our discounted rates
cannot be booked online. You must reference the Jane Austen Society, Southwest Region,
Guest Room Block, to receive the group rates, which are available for both Friday and Saturday
nights.
Our event at The Grand in Long Beach has been moved to Saturday, December 3, 2022. The
topic and speakers originally planned will instead be featured in a virtual meeting on June 19,
2021. We will keep you posted on the replacement theme for our day at The Grand but, for now,
save the date!

Still Time to Register for February 20
Art Historian Nancy Mowll Mathews
Join us on Saturday, February 20, from 11-12:30 p.m. Pacific
time, for a talk by art historian, curator and author Nancy Mowll
Mathews on "Austen and Cassatt: Working From Home."
Registration is open!
Mathews is the Emerita Eugénie Prendergast Senior Curator of
19th and 20th Century Art at the Williams College Museum of
Art, where she directs the Prendergast Archive and Study
Center and teaches in the Williams College Art Department
and Graduate Program in the History of Art.
Using letter writing as the core activity of "work" for the
educated and prosperous classes, Mathews will compare
Austen and Cassatt's own work lives, their long-distance
communications and how they represent women working
from home in their art. As appropriate for our current
remote work lives and use of Zoom, she will draw
comparisons with the similar stay-at-home
professionalism of the 19th century.
In addition to her work on Cassatt, Mathews is the coauthor of the Prendergast catalogue raisonné and
numerous other books on Maurice and Charles
Prendergast, Paul Gauguin, and the relationship between
art and early film.

Register Now!

Jason Solinger Talk Now Online
Anti-Historical Austen
If you missed our “AntiHistorical Austen” event with
Prof. Jason Solinger on Jan.
16—or want to revisit the talk
or share it with a friend—the
video is now available on
the JASNA Southwest
YouTube channel. JASNA
members and friends from all
over North America, as well as
Ireland, the Netherlands,
Switzerland and Wales,
attended the live Zoom presentation. The event chat is also available on our website.
Solinger’s talk was based on the first chapter of his upcoming book, tentatively titled Jane
Austen Is the History of Literature. In the event survey, one attendee wrote “The talk was so
interesting. For me, it ranks in the top 10 of talks I’ve attended over the last 20 years.”
His current book is Becoming the Gentleman: British Literature and the Invention of Modern
Masculinity. The book of essays to which he contributed is called Jane Austen and
Masculinity. Sign up for our newsletter and we will keep you posted when the new book is
published! Solinger hopes it will be an affordable, commercially published work rather than an
academic title like the previous ones, which are more expensive. TIP: Sign up for the Palgrave
Macmillan mailing list. They have a year-end sale where most titles in their collections are 80%
off.

Catch Up on Other Past Events
You can revisit other JASNA Southwest presentations and events anytime on our YouTube
channel.

Britain's First Black Queen
To help celebrate Black History Month, we
want to share several stories on Queen
Charlotte's background published in
conjunction with the launch of Netflix's
Regency-inspired series Bridgerton at the end
of December. The Washington Post ran an
interesting piece, "Was Queen Charlotte
Black?" (NOTE: the article is behind a
paywall.)
In executive producer Shonda Rhimes' Bridgerton (created by Chris Van Dusen and based on
Julia Quinn's novels), lords and ladies of the era are Black as well as white. Characters in the
series explain that society is finally integrated because the queen is a person of color. The WaPo
article by DeNeen L. Brown notes that numerous historians believe Queen Charlotte was
Britain's first Black queen and that her descendants have African ancestry.
The Daily Mail featured a similar story. PBS Frontline also discussed the racial lines of British
royalty as did O The Oprah Magazine. The Guardian ran a piece on Queen Charlotte's heritage
back in 2009. African American Registry considers Charlotte England's second Black queen,
positing that Philippa of Hainault was the nation's first.

Bridgerton Costuming
Other Bridgerton online discussions include
Regency tailor Zack Pinsent's entertaining
video about the costumes in Bridgerton. He
highlights the 2020 adaptation of Emma as
including historically accurate costuming.
He's also featured in "My Friend Jane" on
"How to dress like a Jane Austen character."

Other JASNA Region Events
For a list of JASNA events coordinated by other regions (many of
which are open to members and friends all over North America and
beyond), be sure to check the JASNA.org events calendar. Some
have limited capacity, so sign up early for anything that's of interest
to you!
And help spread the word about JASNA Southwest's upcoming
events. All are open to anyone interested in attending and are a
great way to help bring Jane Austen to the attention of new
audiences and fans. Visit the JASNA Southwest website for more
information.

Reading/Film/Game Groups
Sunday, February 7, 1 p.m.
Riverside Reading Group
Austen Years by Rachel Cohen
Meeting will be conducted via Zoom.
For more information, contact Vicki Broach.
Sunday, February 14
Westside/405 Reading Group
Gods and Monsters by V.C. Christensen
Meeting will be conducted via Zoom.
This group is at capacity and cannot accept new members.
For more information, contact Karen Berk.
Saturday February 20, 10:30 a.m.
Ventura Reading Group
The Jane Austen Project by Kathleen Flynn
Meeting will be conducted via Zoom.
For more information, contact Phyllis Michaels.
Sunday, February 21, 1:30-4 p.m.
West Los Angeles Reading Group
Sense and Sensibility by Jane Austen
Meeting will be conducted via Zoom.
For more information, contact Katie Boeck.
Sunday, February 21, 5 p.m.
Santa Monica Reading Group
The Grand Sophy by Georgette Heyer
Meeting will be conducted via Zoom.
All are welcome to attend.
For more information, contact Diana Birchall.
Saturday, February 27, 12:30 p.m.
Long Beach Reading Group
Pride and Prejudice: Text vs. TV
Meeting will be conducted via Zoom.
For more information, contact Sherwood Smith.
Sunday, February 28, 7 p.m.
Pasadena Area Reading Group
Emma by Jane Austen
Meeting will be conducted via Zoom.
For more information, contact Susan Ridgeway.
Sunday, March 14, 2 p.m.
South Bay Reading Group
Mad and Bad: Real Heroines of the Regency by Bea Koch
Meeting will be conducted via Zoom.
For more information, contact Jeanine Holguin.
Sunday, March 21, 1-3 p.m.
Orange County Reading Group
Confessions of a Jane Austen Addict by Laurie Viera Rigler
Meeting will be conducted via Zoom.
For more information, contact Maryann Pelensky.
Sunday, March 21, 2-4 p.m.
San Fernando Valley Reading Group
Jane Austen: The World of Her Novels by Deirdre LeFaye
Meeting will be conducted via Zoom.
For more information, contact Catherine Hayes.
Saturday, March 27, 10:30 a.m.
San Gabriel Valley Reading Group
Mad and Bad: Real Heroines of the Regency by Bea Koch
Meeting will be conducted via Zoom.
For more information, contact Kelly Duir.

Jane Austen Society Of North America, Southwest Region
1129 Maricopa Highway, PMB B-135,
Ojai, CA 93023

Contact Us














