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August 16 Zoom Meeting
UCLA Professor Emeritus
Lynn Batten on
Austen's Juvenilia
Registration is now open for our
next free Zoom event, to be held
Sunday, August 16, from 1:30-4:30
p.m. Pacific time.

Register Now!
The West Los Angeles Reading
Group is inviting JASNA members
and friends to attend this regularly
scheduled reading group meeting,
featuring the incomparable Charles
Lynn Batten, UCLA Professor
Emeritus.
Attendance is free but registration is required. The meeting will be recorded. In
advance of the meeting, you will receive instructions on how to use and
download Zoom if you are new to the format. Please do not share the login
information on social media.
A longtime JASNA Southwest favorite, Lynn Batten won numerous teaching
awards throughout his career. Although his research interests focused on
British literature from 1660 to 1800, he taught a wide range of courses,
including the Bible as Literature and graduate courses in bibliography and
literary criticism. He is the author of Pleasurable Instruction: Form and
Convention in Eighteenth-Century Travel Literature and he also appeared in
two episodes of A&E's Mysteries of the Bible.

Upcoming Zoom Event
Karen Joy Fowler: Sept. 26

Mark your calendar for our next free Zoom meeting, with author Karen Joy Fowler on
Saturday morning, Sept. 26. We have not yet confirmed the exact start time. Registration
will open by early September.
We plan to offer additional Zoom sessions on a range of topics. If you have an idea for an
event, please email Susie Wampler. While we are providing these meetings free of cost to
participants, they are not free to JASNA Southwest. So if you are able and so inclined, we
would appreciate any donation. As usual, we will include an opportunity to donate as part of
the registration process. Many Southwest members donated to our event with Natalie
Jenner. We are deeply grateful for your support!

A very special thank you goes to Claire and Bob Bellanti for generously serving
as Lead Sponsors for our 2020 events.

Young Filmmakers Contest 2020

We are thrilled to announce judges for our third annual Young Filmmakers Contest:
Ashley Clements of The Lizzie Bennet Diaries, who is starring in and producing A
Tale Told by an Idiot, a modern adaptation of Macbeth
Laurie Viera Rigler, author of Confessions of a Jane Austen Addict and its sequel,
and creator of the Babelgum web series Sex and the Austen Girl
Thomas Rigler, Emmy-winning director, executive producer and showrunner

Robin Swicord, director and screenwriter of The Jane Austen Book Club
Kenneth Turan, longtime (recently retired) film critic for the Los Angeles Times
Aydrea Walden, writer/producer/actor and creator of the Webby-nominated Black Girl
in a Big Dress
The contest is open to all amateur filmmakers in North America under age 30. Submissions
from Austen enthusiasts in high school, college and graduate school are especially
welcome. Cash prizes and adulation await the top three original shorts of five minutes or
less. Deadline for entries is October 30, 2020. We encourage all regions to share this info
with anyone you think would be interested, especially among high school and college film
and English teachers and students.
Help us spread the word by urging the young film enthusiasts you know to enter. Or try your
own hand at writing/directing if you qualify.
Our JASNA Southwest website has additional details, as well as the 2020 Young
Filmmakers flyer and 2020 entry form. You can also link to and view past winners.
Full details are available by contacting youngfilm@jasnasw.org.

Vote for Your Favorite
Sense and Sensibility
Film Portrayals

Last month, you told us your favorite characterizations in adaptations of Pride and
Prejudice (see results below and on our website). Now, it's Sense and Sensibility's turn in
the spotlight. Tell us your favorite on-screen Elinor and Edward, Marianne, Willoughby, Col.
Brandon and more. Do you prefer the Emma Thompson 1995 film or the Andrew Daviesscripted miniseries from 2008, or perhaps one of the earlier or modern versions? We'll
report the results next month.
Take the survey now!

Update on the 2020 Virtual AGM

JASNA's Annual General Meeting is being offered this year as a virtual conference, with the
usual plenary speakers and breakout sessions that are packed full of great content. The
virtual format provides some unique opportunities, such as being able to listen to all of the
breakout sessions rather than having to choose. Special interactive events (including a
session on Regency cooking) and social activities (such as Jane Austen bingo and a
scavenger hunt) are in the works.

For those who have never attended because it was too expensive or inconvenient, this is
the AGM for you! The expected (not yet final) cost is $89 for the weekend (October 9-11)
(no transportation or hotel costs!) and registration (not yet open) will close on October 1.
Because of the space limits for an in-person conference, registration is typically capped at
around 900. This year, any and all JASNA members will be able to attend! But you do have
to be a JASNA member (only $30 per year).
For the most up-to-date information, visit jasna.org. You'll also find info on becoming a
member if your membership has lapsed or if you have yet to join. This is a conference you
won't want to miss.

Recap of July's Zoom Presentation
by Author Natalie Jenner
At our first Zoom meeting on
Saturday, July 25, featuring
Natalie Jenner, author of the
new novel The Jane Austen
Society, some 170 participants
tuned in from 22 states, three
Canadian provinces and the
Dominican Republic.
"Jane Austen saved my life, and
forever changed my life," Jenner
told the audience. She began
reading Austen at age 10 and
has been re-reading the novels
throughout her life.
Jenner shared her very personal story of what moved her to write the novel. She also
shared details of her creative process as well as how actor Richard Armitage came to
narrate the audiobook. A lively Q&A session followed.
The event was recorded and will be posted on JASNA Southwest's YouTube page soon.
We are in the process of editing the film and plan to add open captions for our members
who have difficulty hearing. We'll also include a transcript with highlights from the talk on
our website. We will keep you posted!

Survey Results: Your Favorite Pride
and Prejudice Film Portrayals
Here are highlights from last month's survey of your
favorite film portrayals of Pride and Prejudice:
Elizabeth Bennet
Jennifer Ehle (70%) (1995 miniseries)
Elizabeth Garvie (10%--tie) (1980 miniseries)
Keira Knightley (10%--tie) (2005 film)
Ashley Clements (5%) (The Lizzie Bennet Diaries)
Comments:
"Jennifer Ehle feels exactly what Elizabeth would be
like. Perfect."
"I like both Jennifer Ehle and Ashley Clements equally!"

"For a modern take, Aishwarya Rai [ Bride & Prejudice]."
Mr. Darcy
Colin Firth (68%) (1995 miniseries)
Matthew MacFadyen (12%) (2005 film)
David Rintoul (6%) (1980 miniseries)
Sir Laurence Olivier (4%--tie) (1940 film)
Matthew Rhys (4%--tie) (Death Comes to Pemberley )
Daniel Vincent Gordh (3%) (The Lizzie Bennet Diaries)
Comments:
"Colin Firth--perfect!!! What can you say?"
"Colin Firth: So good, he had to play Darcy twice!" ( Bridget Jones's Diary)
"Matthew Macfadyen plays Darcy's shyness nicely. It's a very different take on the
character. But I still prefer Colin Firth."
George Wickham
Adrian Lukis (41%) (1995 miniseries)
Hugh Grant (27%) (Bridget Jones's Diary)
Rupert Friend (12%) (2005 film)
Matthew Goode (11%) (Death Comes to Pemberley )
Edward Ashley (5%) (1940 film)
Daniel Gilles (3%) (Bride & Prejudice)
Comment:
"Matthew Goode is how I envisioned Wickham to look. I rate Hugh Grant the highest,
though, because most of the other Wickhams are easier to see through right away! Tom
Riley (Lost in Austen) is the 'best' Wickham but I can't say more about that--spoiler alert."
Mrs. Bennet
Alison Steadman (47%) (1995 miniseries)
Blenda Blethyn (38%) (2005 film)
Mary Boland (8%) (1940 film)
Priscilla Morgan (5%) (1980 miniseries)
Mr. Bennet
Benjamin Whitrow (57%) (1995 miniseries)
Donald Sutherland (29%) (2005 film)
Edmund Gwenn (7%) (1940 film)
Jim Broadbent (3%) (Bridget Jones's Diary)
Lady Catherine
Barbara Leigh-Hunt (48%) (1995 miniseries)
Judi Dench (36%) (2005 film)
Edna May Oliver (6%--tie) (1940 film)
Judy Parfitt (6%--tie) (1980 miniseries)
Comments:
"Barbara Leigh-Hunt (1995) is my favorite. However, Edna May Oliver (1940) is a very close
second as she tends to be excellent in this type of role."
"It's not Edna May Oliver's fault that she is not playing Austen's character. The great Judi
Dench is not really playing the character either--Lady Catherine wouldn't arrive so late in
the evening! Barbara Leigh-Hunt is great, but my money is on Judy Parfitt."
Mr. Collins
David Bamber (68%) (1995 miniseries)
Tom Hollander (14%) (2005 film)
Malcolm Rennie (6%) (1980 miniseries)
Melville Cooper (5%) (1940 film)
Nitin Ganatra (3%) (Bride & Prejudice)
Comments:
"David Bamber is excellent but Malcolm Rennie is a bit less silly."
"Nitin Ganatra is hilarious as Mr. Kohli--'no life, without wife.'"

We received two write-in candidates: Matt Smith (Pride & Prejudice & Zombies ) and "Mr.
Cheesy Pop!" (Maxwell Glick as Ricky Collins) (The Lizzie Bennet Diaries)
The Gardiners
Joanna David and Tom Wylton (77%) (1995 miniseries)
Penelope Wilton and Peter Wright (18%) (2005 film)
Barbara Shelley and Michael Lees (5%) (1980 miniseries)
Caroline Bingley
Anna Chancellor (75%) (1995 miniseries)
Kelly Reilly (13%) (2005 film)
Marsha Fitzalan (4%--tie) (1980 miniseries)
Frieda Inescort (4%--tie) (1940 film)
Another worthy write-in candidate: Jessica Jade Andres (who played Caroline Lee in both
The Lizzie Bennet Diaries and Emma Approved )
Script
Andrew Davies (84%) (1995 miniseries)
Fay Weldon (9%) (1980 miniseries)
Deborah Moggach (3%) (2005 film)

'Staying Home with Jane Austen'
Free Webinars
Part of the Jane Austen Summer Program in North Carolina, Jane Austen & Co. is offering
a series of free, online webinars and discussions featuring experts on various aspects of the
Regency. The series, "Staying Home with Jane Austen," began this summer and will
continue through the end of the calendar year. All programs are free and open to the public,
and you can watch recordings of past events.
Upcoming offerings are:
Tuesday, August 11--Making Music with Jane Austen
Tuesday, August 25--Dancing with Jane Austen
Thursday, September 3--Playing Games with Jane Austen (featuring Jo Ann Staples, author
of Jane Austen's Card Games) with a live Q&A

Jaye Scholl Bohlen
Memorial Bench
at The Huntington

Simon and June Li (close friends of Charlie and
Jaye Scholl Bohlen) have endowed a bench at
The Huntington Gardens in San Marino in
memory of Jaye, who was a longtime JASNA
Southwest board member and hostess
extraordinaire. Fittingly, Jaye's bench is located
in the same alcove as the Jane Austen
memorial bench donated by our region, in
which Jaye was so instrumental.
Jaye passed away suddenly in May 2019.
During her career, she played several
important roles. She was an investigative
reporter, communications director for a hedge
fund marketing firm and ran a financial
business.
In keeping with the Austen quote that adorns
her bench, she was clever, well-informed and
gave so many of us a great deal of wonderful
conversation over the years.

Survey Results on
In-Person and Virtual Meetings
Thank you to everyone who participated
in our survey on in-person and Zoom
meetings. We greatly value your input
and support.
Most of you (85%) said you either miss
the meetings a lot or somewhat. Several
noted that Zoom is a good substitute for
now. About 45% will not feel comfortable
in large gatherings until a proven vaccine
or effective COVID-19 treatment is
widely available. Rest assured that once we are able to safely gather again, we will be
instituting multiple precautionary measures to protect the health of everyone at our meetings
and in the general community.
Some 70% of you are very interested in Zoom meetings and we hope our upcoming
offerings will prove of interest. We intend to hold one virtual offering every month, most of
them free of charge (although nearly 80% of survey takers said they would be willing to pay
a small fee).
For now, we have rescheduled our Mission Inn event for November 13, 2021. And our event
at The Grand in Long Beach (pictured above) has been moved to June 19, 2021. The room
we have booked at The Grand seats 400, so we will have plenty of room to spread out and
employ other precautions.

Reading/Film/Game Groups
Thursday, August 6, 6:30 p.m.
Janeites Reading Trollope
The Eustace Diamonds by Anthony Trollope
Meeting will be conducted via Zoom.
For more information, contact Lora Walker.

Saturday, August 8, 12:30 p.m.
Long Beach Reading Group
Middlemarch by George Eliot
Meeting will be conducted via Zoom.
For more information, contact Sherwood Smith.
Saturday, August 15, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Ventura Reading Group
A Journal of the Plague Year by Daniel Defoe
Meeting will be conducted via Zoom.
For more information, contact Phyllis Michaels.
Sunday, August 16, 1:30-4:30 p.m.
West Los Angeles Reading Group
Jane Austen's Juvenilia
Meeting will be conducted via Zoom.
For more information, contact Katie Boeck.
Sunday, September 20, 2-4 p.m.
San Fernando Valley Reading Group
Jane Austen's Letters, edited by Deirdre Le Faye
Meeting will be conducted via Zoom.
For more information, contact Cheryl Cole.
Sunday, September 20, 1-2:30 p.m.
Orange County Reading Group
Shirley by Charlotte Brontë
Meeting will be conducted via Zoom.
For more information, contact Maryann Pelensky.
September (date TBD)
South Bay Reading Group
The Little Princess by Frances Hodgson Burnett
Meeting will be conducted via Zoom.
For more information, contact Jeanine Holguin.

Visit our website!
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