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Jane Austen in
the News! 

 This year's
Austentatious
Afternoon Tea on
Nov. 6 will be held at
the French Estate in
Orange. 
 

A new exhibit at the
Folger Shakespeare
Library in
Washington, D.C.,
features "Will & Jane:
Shakespeare, Austen
and the Cult of

Join us for the JASNA-SW
Fall Meeting on Saturday,

Oct. 1!

Saturday, October 1
9:45 a.m.-noon 

Donald Wright Auditorium 
Pasadena Central Library

285 E. Walnut Street
Pasadena CA 91101

Cost: $15

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001du4rNdSNxkdJHoejs5h5BblTij_-6OPX13q5mz1SG2qaLNuR7RIWmHUeHaKIfjG8txtOgYSkgOT4fZHdwKzn1_oVKXEU8WBA_36BOb0XUoy2ycWFav0YfHwIhUU-aUhC3M2z8Wp1QiPpisQgeTL95H_EhqqDEWqzIckaZmXK9ZADiovL2FN0hQCEfQb08ksGTWJSvSmlSnSjXlTAshc8MA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001du4rNdSNxkdJHoejs5h5BblTij_-6OPX13q5mz1SG2qaLNuR7RIWmHUeHaKIfjG8prcFyotp_AX-dUoQ-GJM9Ck-uDoSQUHFtbAIi81kEFc3IBLBYdAOEi6Ri6RaM5-J4tNG_fNo8_Js1gR9MXHbkZQHo5YiouQwHHobuUpe877Fdqr9rYow3Apl2I008rOn_hxChXxJfXgRxKE49ztE1v0IIJBUt-KRT67PToOF_TCM4F3-lPuPYkgXw2ARlW_9wpBO2TkkyYXyPb05NVgeMTw4p9TcydlFNAY0P7r7TACgYEKQdopim3KaQddb0rOhpvac9Je80k3pLI_-VxL74ysb9_774ZZ9hmu2EwQ-iGUcUhRgnqSBOTOQALzzABGhKCN0AOJsk9d1efmRFotLWcDYdthipFZGlbEnxSKoRu4Iqjw6MzZ4htpmLRUbbk2wGg9kH-x1jt-qsP27T4CiNodkOWLhoi-fql8buy-OD4E8jl2xMOWB8geWoPunM_ZltxWlh6WTFOVurFYMyFDmVlDJW7ZBH_ioBsixAlmxBWsiVFQCpAnB6g==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001du4rNdSNxkdJHoejs5h5BblTij_-6OPX13q5mz1SG2qaLNuR7RIWmHUeHaKIfjG8KSyUtFTlaRz8nwR2C_hUyGVZyEtvxYTBWtt3I8mLcyPu-TpHTdcc9fmsfFtEQcJ_ncWQ27YLs0qCabK6PYiIkCuD5TtXseLAvafypw7nDUDYdLfl52P9RM0ZTShvXi6aVnum_ChDw6vcHMylgOmm6GhTG4vgjnaluyP_3c9sdr3Al0buapJZNnKEQAnr7KDjImzUdmWE37pcxahZjb4_2CsTfuVW1xQXe_RBtZ4xplbDC_H1P92fwkOqlYyM8c0SI0Npza5c51zCRxpJMkbnsb6Du2U9gx_0-wA9nakDaNb9nPPOtGt8MggFHC2irFYbris7xJTbk_o=&c=&ch=


Celebrity," now
through Nov. 6. (It
features the infamous
shirt from the 1995
Pride and Prejudice,
alas without Colin
Firth in it.)

Colin Firth, however,
will appear in Bridget
Jones's Baby, which
opens in cinemas on
September 16. 

 
Visit the JASNA-Southwest

website for more about
programs, reading groups and

more. 

And look for our brand-new
website coming soon!

We encourage everyone to wear a
bonnet or hat to this event, in keeping

with our theme.

Registration information coming soon 
  

Our guest speaker will be Robert Rodi, author
of the Bitch in a Bonnet blog (and two books of
the same name). He has authored nine novels,
including Baby (2012) as well as numerous
works of nonfiction. He currently is working on
his first Austen-inspired fiction, which takes the
three-page Edgar and Emma Austen wrote in
her teens and expands it into a full-length
comedy of manners.

Here's a taste of his perspective -- from his
"manifesto" that inspired his blog on Austen:

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001du4rNdSNxkdJHoejs5h5BblTij_-6OPX13q5mz1SG2qaLNuR7RIWmHUeHaKIfjG8VCJ9GDqvBhcM2TBpo2rZfaDlCHloEW5efTz-5hUrmikfU1H0xvoH9DeMfqaiZAF2wRQiJS7WJGeplFb-Nx5LaKZ6rMXn6YOFQSnSBk6jUpdkMedBv93SOV0tlvVSytIojE1-2SRQiSsIXpbvj_Pq83j4JrWG_sSX57riGl2YvPiwGCDApNKBYRIYVyIa8EHJD31-4iN8SPTmyVZmS0uY4DNDrxbvS52uZFkX1n2--BkwgecUYjA9Ga4h2v_ctuDnFM2S3owLZGeBiJo6eJrij-evGJ-KurIrJ8WcsfcisA3SIBlAQVb_L3a0q-dZkq0q6PdkzvdvWtq9Cj6nIG6Zq6U_s5fVfjw7jQ0ZOgDBs5danKfg0joQkziQcRm_hNvC07sLlLSPpJBeFmxfSShYSRKOMenAHAaRCcrXOFf1iwhAmP6H4H8HOw==&c=&ch=
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1101952149314
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001du4rNdSNxkdJHoejs5h5BblTij_-6OPX13q5mz1SG2qaLNuR7RIWmEB_-ZIJS3M7enggj_MN6IK3ZcguR7uorGLOnDJWzk3fm3y84fQIHJAm3Ldv7pmXNCHZ1vx27dVuUzNXdXMdO4-jr4v22rEjTH2OWaCSklaXMT8hSL0CsfPYcklumEvefy0xpicpn29CgYfNCOGXe9wznetIcCYhH_Bnb7-ugZbptH_qXG_4GKCatLXV4RpNQgzNPljAq4s-rzSu3Wxx2CRjzf3FDGDHY9CeldBeN-kG27paoyhh0oQAtPrR-4hl6xuf14HuVN_HIB7x3HJcFCL_Hoc9Ot1YeQ==&c=&ch=


"Jane Austen was -- is -- a sly subversive, a
clear-eyed social Darwinist, and the most
unsparing satirist of her century. She's wicked,
arch, and utterly merciless. She skewers the
pompous, the pious, and the libidinous with the
animal glee of a natural-born sadist. She takes
sharp, swift swipes at the social structure and
leaves it, not lethally wounded, but shorn of its
prettifying garb, its flabby flesh exposed in all
its naked grossness. And then she laughs. 

"Despite her admittedly limited palette, her
psychological acuity easily matches
Shakespeare's, and her wit as well; like him,
she's also violently allergic to sentimentality of
any stripe. ... Her tongue could kill at twenty
paces.

"How did someone whose vision is so darkly,
even bleakly, comic -- whose work brims with
vicious, gabbling grotesques, most of whom
are never adequately (or even minimally)
punished for their sins (as Dickens, not so
many years later, felt compelled to punish his)
-- become the patron saint of the turgid, chest-
heaving, emotionally pornographic genre called
'Regency Romance'?

"I don't know, and I don't care. I only care to
stop it -- to fire the opening salvo that will, I
hope, ignite the barrage of indignation that
brings this travesty to a halt and restores,
once and for all, the spit and vinegar to Jane
Austen's public profile, raising her to the
pantheon of gadflies that she might take her
place beside Voltaire and Swift, Twain and
Mencken. My goal is to make the world
acknowledge, at long last, the bitch in the
bonnet."



Reading Groups
Upcoming Meetings/Info

Our new Westside/405 Reading Group;
new members welcome!

Send us photos from your reading group 



so we can share them here, on our Facebook page 
and/or the JASNA-SW website.

 
Sunday, September 11, 2-4 p.m.
South Bay Reading Group
What Jane Austen Ate and Charles Dickens
Knew by Daniel Pool
New and returning members are welcome.
For more information, contact Jeanine Holguin,
805-444-8999.

Sunday, September 11
Pasadena Area Reading Group
Sense and Sensibility by Joanna Trollope
This group is at capacity and cannot accept
new members. Current members may contact
Susan Ridgeway, 626-357-1397.

Saturday, September 17, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
San Gabriel Valley Reading Group
Cranford by Elizabeth Gaskell
Location: Santa Catalina branch library,
Pasadena
The group will host a potluck lunch. Please
bring something to share.
For more information, contact Kelly Duir, 909-
967-6630.

Saturday, September 17, 11:30 a.m.
Ventura Reading Group
Location: E.P. Foster Library, 651 E. Main
Street, Ventura, California 93001
The Romance of the Forest by Ann Radcliffe
Jane Austen's Letters (Deirdre Le Faye, ed.):
Letters 130-145
For more information, contact Linda Terry, 805-
302-0855.

Sunday, September 18, 12:30 p.m.
Orange County Reading Group  
"Painting Jane Austen's Emma"
Hands-on painting workshop, guided by
Annmarie Thomas
Location: 20 Pergola, Irvine
For more information, contact Viki Barie, 714-
309-6702, or Annmarie Thomas, 818-640-
6372. 
 
Sunday, September 18, 2-4 p.m.

mailto:jeaninejnh@yahoo.com
mailto:janeite@altrionet.com
mailto:duirs@verizon.net
mailto:msterry22@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Viki.Barie@stjoe.org
mailto:thomas5r@pacbell.net


San Fernando Valley Reading Group
Emma by Jane Austen
For more information, contact Cheryl Cole,
310-422-5475.

Saturday, October 8, 1:30 p.m.
Westside/405 Reading Group
A Lady of Quality by Frances Hodgson Burnett
Location: home of Syrie James
For more information, contact Karen Berk,
310-477-6753.

Sunday, October 9, 1:30-4:30 p.m.
West Los Angeles Reading Group 
Poor Emma by Reginald Hill and The Janeites
by Rudyard Kipling  
Discussion leader: Dr. Charles Lynn Batten 
This group is at capacity and cannot accept
new members. Current members may contact
Clara Browda, 310-278-8759.

Saturday, October 15, 11:30 a.m.
Ventura Reading Group
Location: E.P. Foster Library, 651 E. Main
Street, Ventura, California 93001
Emma: A Modern Retelling by Alexander McCall
Smith
Jane Austen's Letters (Deirdre Le Faye, ed.):
Letters 146-154
For more information, contact Linda Terry, 805-
302-0855.

Sunday, October 16, 6 p.m.
Santa Monica Reading Group
The Princess de Cleves by Madame de La
Fayette
For more information, contact Diana Birchall,
310-394-2196.
 
Saturday, November 5, 12:30 p.m.
Long Beach Reading Group 
Clarissa: Or the History of a Young Lady
(second half) by Samuel Richardson 
For more information, contact Gerda Kilgore,
562-496-4452.

Sunday, November 6 
Pasadena Area Reading Group
The Chronicles of Barsetshire by Anthony

mailto:cole5@dslextreme.com
mailto:berkk@earthlink.net
mailto:cbrowda@gmail.com
mailto:msterry22@sbcglobal.net
mailto:birchalls@aol.com
mailto:gskmuc@verizon.net


Trollope
This group is at capacity and cannot accept
new members. Current members may contact
Susan Ridgeway, 626-357-1397.

Sunday, November 13, 1-3 p.m.
NEW Riverside Reading Group 
Lady Susan by Jane Austen
Love and Friendship by Whit Stillman
Location: home of Vicki Broach
Contact Christi Hendry for more information. 

Sunday, November 13, 2-4 p.m.
San Fernando Valley Reading Group
Dean's Watch by Elizabeth Goudge
For more information, contact Cheryl Cole,
310-422-5475.  

Saturday, November 19, 11:30 a.m.
Ventura Reading Group
Location: E.P. Foster Library, 651 E. Main
Street, Ventura, California 93001
Lieutenant Hornblower by C.S. Forester
Jane Austen's Letters (Deirdre Le Faye, ed.):
Letters 155-CEA/3
For more information, contact Linda Terry, 805-
302-0855.

Additional Groups
Riverside County Reading Group
Meetings are held at the Temecula Publc
Library, 30600 Pauba Road, Temecula, in
Community Room B. For more information,
contact Rebecca Weersing, 951-595-7046.

San Diego Region
Although San Diego is a separate JASNA
region, many JASNA-Southwest members are
interested in San Diego JASNA events and vice
versa. For information on upcoming San Diego
JASNA meetings, contact Jeanne Talbot, 808-
342-0666.

Join us on Facebook

Are you on Facebook? So is JASNA-SW! Stay
connected in between our meetings and e-
newsletter updates, share your Austen-related

mailto:janeite@altrionet.com
mailto:cristihendry@gmail.com
mailto:cole5@dslextreme.com
mailto:msterry22@sbcglobal.net
mailto:temeculaausten@gmail.com
mailto:jeannecat@aol.com


stories, favorites, travel and more with fellow
Janeites!

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001du4rNdSNxkdJHoejs5h5BblTij_-6OPX13q5mz1SG2qaLNuR7RIWmPL-Af1Ux6vrEPx7wlApRmi4YGLjFY8Ifaa5EzJa5N93jVzO9WOaFCOcaYZyenI5MZfLlDRFDVQc0YrYU9uGjTnslZlAPndU15amYu_yhiC_Bg56AilpnF2eFMVPXg1VSTUCFVpvcbHswR09aHmiU5OsuS522SESujJ9C7pjm2ZSEsDOqi-sQ30KkPpeXtkfPU9xaWHRbp18n-LF0Y1KnFuudwKm8FsoscJ6T6w_-3zo&c=&ch=

